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A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library. Most people in the world today claim to be the follower of an organized religion. If anything, the proportion is increasing: in the last decade, the number of people who claim to be non-religious or atheist has dropped from approximately 1.1 billion to about 850 million. Most of the people who at least minimally identify with a religion are associated with one of the major faiths -Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism. Although there are internal differences within each of these families of faiths, these statistics indicate a remarkable degree of global conformity and they point to the potential for the development of enormously powerful supra-local identities. Religious identification is increasingly an issue in both international and local politics. In some traditionally secular societies, strong associations between individuals' religious beliefs and their position on non-religious issues such as capitalist individualism, reproductive rights and educational opportunity are creating a de facto erasure of traditional boundaries between church and state. In other communities, religion has been bound closely with these concerns for a long time, and increased opportunities for bodily and virtual mobility present challenges to established relationships between religious and other social identities as well.
Gender and the Language of Religion represents a timely move to explore exactly how ideologies of gender and religion intersect. It also considers how individuals negotiate and enact the daily practices of their lives when religion as well as gender is among the identities that they are orienting to. The contributions to this volume are varied, but all offer something of merit to the reader. We are given a perspective on the ways in which students and professors in an evangelical Christian college enact and enforce gender roles in their pursuit of devotion. We also find out how immersion in traditional Hebrew schools has a different impact on the acquisition of Hebrew by male and female students. Three papers discuss liturgical references to women and men and consider the impact these have on the lived experience of the adherents of different religions. There are fascinating papers on the way religion is foregrounded or backgrounded in different forms of discourse -the Internet, newspapers, life history narratives and of course in ritual language.
Readers will find Gender and the Language of Religion provides a healthy blend of methodological approaches. Some of the articles work within the more experimental paradigm of social psychology some provide quite personal, in-depth studies of interactions in a hairdressing salon, the classroom, or they offer close critical analysis of the discourse used in 'ex-gay' narratives. Some draw more on the traditions of literary criticism, and some on applied sociolinguistics.
What unites the papers in the volume is a fascination with how language, gender and religion come together as part of the backdrop of dayto-day life. As Jule puts it in her introduction: 'Religious life seeks transcendence from the mundane, but … it is the seemingly mundane that also creates … religious identities.' The authors in this volume invite us to transcend the typically secular boundaries of language and gender research and to take steps towards new frontiers in how we understand what two pivotal identities are for many people today.
